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May 2020 be a  

PROSPEROUS   

NEW YEAR  

For you and our Church! 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,  

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.”    Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Surrender yourself to God.  Let Him mold you and 

make you worthy of your hopes and desires.  Almighty 

God is never going to help you realize your hopes until 

you are worthy of them.  If that which you desire is in 

His plan for you, you must be changed by Him before 

you can attain your objective.  So surrender yourself  

into God’s hands and let His great artistry  

be performed upon you.   

 



Information provided  by Session Committee Members 

Stewardship and Finance Committee 

The monthly Kids Feeding Kids offering is being combined with money that was raised by the 

Children’s Ministries to support “World Vision International” www.worldvision.org or a simi-

lar organization to purchase chickens, goats and other livestock.  Additional KFK collections 

may be added to this project. 

Dawn Stanek has been hired as our new bookkeeper.  Dawn brings 25 years of finance experi-

ence to our office and she is extremely proficient with computer programs. 

A new laptop was recently purchased for finance use due to the old finance laptop using the 

Windows 7 operating system.   Windows 7 is no longer being supported by Microsoft.  The old 

one had sticky keys and was in need of a complete cleaning.  We purchased a new mouse and 

keyboard, cleaned off all of the old files and will repurpose the old one for use with the fellow-

ship hall projection system. 

We continue working to find the best way to begin our electronic giving.  In this modern age, 

some prefer not to write checks and this will give them an option in their giving. 

Property Committee 

Lloyd Viox has been working very hard to finish up some leftover items on our agenda.  He has 

installed a new Ring Video Doorbell at the door going into the fellowship hall.  This will pro-

vide extra security while giving more clarity as to who is at the door than our original security 

cameras.  

The sign at the road now has some new lights.  It had to be reworked because the lighting mech-

anisms on the inside were obsolete. 

For security reasons, we replaced the cores on the deadbolts on the exterior doors because we 

had keys that had not been returned as well as some lost keys.  We have a key control policy in 

place that is used when keys are distributed. 

Panic hardware has been purchased for the fellowship hall doors.  We needed to upgrade them 

due to security and safety when exiting the building. 

We are currently working on some other things for security purposes that will ensure the safety 

of the building and everyone in it. 

http://www.worldvision.org


Christian Education 

Youth and children’s programs are continuing with parental help.  Karin Viox is leading our 

Joy Club, along with Melanie Underhill, Drennan Fuller and Crystal Butler.   Amy Hendrick 

and Sara Praeger are leading our Youth Activities and Teen Sunday school respectively. 

There are opportunities at assist each group.  Volunteers are welcome. 

Session 

Aside from the committee reports, we had our annual Calendar Planning Meeting and we look 

forward to a year full of new opportunities to serve God and our community. 

The 2020 Budget has been sent to the session for approval on Monday. 

We are working on our Church Information File so that we can begin our search for a Transi-

tional Pastor. This is the first step in finding a permanent Pastor.  We also have a Transitional 

Pastor Search Committee in place. 

Doug Farringer from Lenoir County will be coming on Saturday, January 25th to have an  

officer training meeting with our session. 

Worship & Music Committee 
 

Flat Branch continues to be blessed to have Chaplain Jake Lawrence as our guest minister 2 

Sundays in December, Christmas Eve candlelight communion service, and 2 Sundays in Janu-

ary.  Children had their annual program during the morning worship service on December 8, 

and the Adult Choir had special Christmas music during the morning worship service Decem-

ber 22.  We had the first part of a video obtained from Bethel Presbyterian Church, Cornelius, 

played during the sermon time on January 5 explaining “What is ECO?”.  The second part will 

be used during the same part of the worship service on January 19, featuring Dana Allin, ECO 

Synod Executive.  We have received very positive feedback from the congregation on the video 

on January 5. 

Adult choir practice is now on Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.; we also meet at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday 

mornings.  New and old voices are welcome to join us.  We have an excellent choir director, 

Chris Holmes. 



News from the Presbyterian Women 

December was a busy month for the Presbyterian Women.  

On December 5th, 14 women attended a performance of the Snyder Memorial Baptist Church 

Singing Christmas Tree.  Beautiful music was enjoyed by all! 

December 7th, 24 women (and Alvin McArtan who was asked to join us instead of eating alone), 

enjoyed fellowship with Christmas lunch at Mrs. Lacy's Magnolia House Restaurant.  We en-

joyed a delicious meal, with door prizes given out while waiting for lunch to be served.  We con-

tinued the outing with a trip to Southern Supreme in Bear Creek with food tasting and shopping. 

On December 17th, the Presbyterian Women prepared and delivered 10 gifts and poinsettias or 

Christmas cacti to shut-ins and friends/family members in local nursing homes.  

The Presbyterian Women "adopted" eight local children in an effort to make their Christmas a 

little brighter.  They received toys and clothing, and each family received a gift card from Food 

Lion.  Thanks to Melanie Underhill for coordinating with Anderson Creek School counselors and 

the families. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:  A complete list of the women's activities for 2020 will be distributed 

on January 12th. 

The next activity is in the planning stage for April 14, 2020. It will include a tour of the gardens 

at the WRAL-TV station, an early dinner, and an organ concert at the Our Name of Jesus Cathe-

dral in Raleigh.  The concert will begin at 7:30 pm.  More details to follow.  If you are interested, 

contact Mary Lasater at (910) 578-1405 or (910) 893-4057. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Brandy Newtown—1/3 
Frank Crowell—1/4 
Tony Brown—1/5 
Katherine Spradley—1/5 
Betty Darroch—1/6 
Will Butler—1/7 
John Martin Magyar—1/7 
Aja Wilson—1/8 
Kenny Hutchinson—1/14 
Amber Hutchinson—1/17 
Laurie Blanton—1/20 
Carla Butts—1/21 
Ashlynn Hendrick—1/22 
Karen Moore—1/23 

May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed. Psalm 20:4  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

Ronny & Vivian Holmes—1/2 

MEMORIALS 
 

Charles & LaVerne Bain 
Vickie B. Wilson 
 
Faye A. Jackson 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
Carolyn Shaw 
 
Alma M. Kennedy 
Karen K. Moore 
 
Jim & Edna Semple 
James (Jr.) & Debbie Semple 
 
Helen C. Stewart 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
Jack & Debbie Hanks 
Ray & Becky McArtan 
Carolyn Shaw 
Betty Wilder 

(Author Unknown) 



Sunday Nights at 5:30 PM 

December was a busy month for the Children’s & Youth Ministries.  The children started out the month 

with their Advent Craft Sunday and as always it was a big hit and they enjoyed making the crafts that 

were representative of the Advent Season.  The children and youth along with the leaders worked many 

hours to put together the Children’s Christmas Program performance that turned out to be absolutely 

amazing!   

We definitely have Star potential at Flat Branch!     

They stepped up and sang solos, duets and as a group.  Grace and Ashlyn showed their musical talents play-

ing their instruments.  It was a very successful production and many Thanks go to leaders and parents as 

they worked hard with the kids to make this happen! 

Along with meeting regularly throughout the month they made time for a Christmas outing.  On the 15th 

they departed from church and went to Sports Zone in Lillington for a early dinner and then onto Meadow to 

enjoy the Christmas lights and of course the candy store!  Needless to say, it was an adventurous and fun 

night of fellowship and making memories.  If you know of any children or youth that would like to join us 

please let them know that they are welcome to attend the activity that fits their age.   



FLAT BRANCH COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY 

17th- Chili Cook-Off, Fellowship Dinner – 6:00 PM 

25th-  Elder Training- 11:00 AM 

27th- Anderson Creek Alumni- 6:30 PM- fund raiser Supper & 7:00PM Meeting 

FEBRUARY 

  2nd - “Souper Bowl” after worship service. 

  9th - Kids Valentines Lunch & Nursing Home trip – after Worship. 

26th- Ash Wednesday 6:00PM- Pancake Supper & 7:00 PM Worship Service 

MARCH 

13th- Fellowship to Go- 6:00 PM. Location TBA. 

28th- Senior Citizens Luncheon 12:00 PM. 

APRIL 

3rd - Spring Church Cleanup – 8:00 AM 

4t h- Easter Egg Hunt for Kids- TTBA   

5th -  Palm Sunday – Possible Choir musical service 

         Kelly Family Reunion 

7th -  Placement of Spring Flowers in the Cemetery. 

9th -  Maundy Thursday Communion- 7:00 PM (Possibly a Easter Play by the Youth and Joy Club. 

12th - EASTER SUNDAY 7:00AM Sunrise Service & Breakfast & 11:00AM Worship Service. 

14th- Women of the Church trip to Raleigh – Concert at the Cathedral and trip to WRAL Gardens. 

26th- Shaw Family Reunion after Worship 

27th- Anderson Creek Alumni- 6:30 PM- fund raiser Supper & 7:00PM Meeting 

MAY 

2th- Yard & Bake Sale and Youth Car Wash 8:00 AM 

10th - Youth providing Muffins for Moms TTBA 

16th- Women and girls Tea Party TTBA  

21st - Flag Placement in the Cemetery 10:00 AM 

31st -  PENTECOST SUNDAY  

JUNE 

2nd- Remove Flags from Cemetery 10:00 AM 

7th - Graduation Sunday 

7th - Smith Family Reunion   

14th – 17th    Vacation Bible School 

21st - Youth providing Doughnuts for Dads - TTBA 

JULY 

27th - Anderson Creek Alumni- 6:30 PM- fund raiser Supper & 7:00PM Meeting 

AUGUST 

16th- Blessing of the Back Packs & Ice Cream Social – 4:00PM 

SEPTEMBER 

18th-  Fellowship to Go- 6:00 PM.  Location TBA. 

OCTOBER 

3rd - Fall Church Cleanup 8:00 AM 

11th - HOMECOMING 

25th - Family Fun Day/ Fall Festival 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM. 

NOVEMBER 

5th -  Flag Placement in Cemetery - 10:00 AM. 

8th - Veteran’s Day Lunch after Worship Service 

12th -  Flags Removed from Cemetery- 10:00 AM 

26th - Thanksgiving Day 

29th - 1st Sunday of Advent.  Christmas Decorating after Worship Service   

DECEMBER 

5th  - Women’s Lunch at Mrs. Lacey’s   

6th - Advent Craft Sunday for Kids 

7th - 2021 Annual Planning Meeting at 7:00 PM. 

15th - Women’s Christmas Gifts and Visits to Shut –In’s and Nursing Homes 

24th - CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION & CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 6:00PM 

25th- CHRISTMAS DAY 

JANUARY 2021 

3rd –  Christmas Un-decorating after Worship Service 

 
***TTBA- Time to be announced*** 



Another Year Is Dawning 

 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 

In working, or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 
Another year of mercies, 

Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness 

In the shining of Thy face. 
Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 

Thy presence all the days. 
Another year of service, 
Of witness of Thy love, 

Another year of training 
For holier work above. 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be 

On earth, or else in heaven 
Another year for Thee. 

 
     -Francis Ridley Havergal (1874) 


