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HOMECOMING…….this is what I was in search of when trying to find the right thing to put 

on here for October.  I’m sure you’re all like me when you think about homecoming, you think of all the 
people you might see that you’ve not seen in awhile that you made memories with at Flat Branch.  And all 
the wonderful meals that you’d eaten together on that Homecoming Day. Yes, we will miss that this year.  
But, I ran across this sermon that I felt was a good read, and in our present circumstances reminds us of 
where we’ve come from and where we need to be headed.  It is a tad a lengthy but the message is very 
good and very clear.   

The author is Angela Bainter and the article was found at www.preaching.com. 

 

The celebration of an anniversary reminds us that Christian people living in the midst of the 

world’s history are like Janus of Roman mythology, who looked simultaneously forward and back-

ward. Our look back at one hundred years of this congregation’s life gives us courage and hope for 

the next hundred. 

I’ve chosen a text that marks a similar turning point in the Bible: the opening seventeen verses 

of Matthew 1:1-17 and of the New Testament, the beginning of the collected writings of the 

Christian Church. This seems like a strange text for a sermon: seventeen verses of names — who 

was the father of whom for forty-two generations. 

It’s a passage that’s never included in a lectionary, seldom read in a worship service, and omitted 

or drastically abridged in most Bible readers and story books. It seems like mere background in-

formation. But in Matthew’s understanding of the gospel, and in the logic of the New Testament 

canon that places Matthew’s gospel first, this genealogy is the proper beginning for the story of 

Jesus. Why is Jesus’ family history so important at this juncture in the Bible? 

Jesus’ genealogy serves two purposes. First, it tells readers just who Jesus was. The original read-

ers of this gospel were Jewish people, who Matthew believed could best understand Jesus if they 

knew how He fit into their history. “You know who Abraham was,” he says, “and Isaac and Jacob 

and David and Solomon. This Jesus, the Christ, is their descendant.” 

Second, this list of generations told Matthew’s readers the meaning of their own history. In Jesus’ 

day, the people of Israel looked to the past for their purpose. They were the people who had been 

delivered from Egypt, had received the Ten Commandments, and had conquered the Promised 

Land. But they had become subjects of one foreign empire after another, and they were inclined 

to see all their glory in the past; they also felt as though God had abandoned them. 

In this long genealogy of Jesus, Matthew tells them, “The meaning of your history is not in the 

past, but in the present. The significance of Abraham and Jacob and David is not that they lived in 

the ‘good old days’ when God really cared, but that they were forerunners of Jesus.” The im-

portance of Israel’s history, for Matthew, was the outcome toward which it was leading for those 

forty-two generations: the birth of the Savior. 

Matthew’s two reasons for beginning his gospel with Jesus’ genealogy suggest a Christian view of 

history that shapes our reflections on this anniversary. First, as a church we are formed and iden-

tified by our history, by where we have been in our past. And second, the meaning of that history 

is determined by the future, by where our history is leading us. 

Henry Ford once said that history is bunk. We all know that isn’t true, and perhaps no institution  
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is more clearly defined by its history than the Church. The Christian faith is based on a collection of writings that dates from an-

tiquity. And the Bible is not only a historic book, but a historical book: it tells the history of God’s dealings with His people. 

We read the stories about what God did for His people thousands of years ago: about the birth of Isaac, the burning bush and 

the parting of the Red Sea, about David and Goliath. We tell the story of the risen Savior just as it was told the first time, two 

thousand years back in our history. That ancient Word seizes our attention and makes us the people of God. 

Our faith is further shaped by the centuries of Christian history since the Bible was written. We make our confession in the 

words of ancient creeds; we sing hymns hundreds of years old; we practice rites and liturgies older than the languages in which 

we recite them. And of course on this anniversary we remember the history of this congregation in this community: the genera-

tions of your own families who have been born, baptized, married and buried here; the traditions that you have created, and that 

have in turn made you the people you are. Today we are proud to say that we are part of that whole history, just as Jesus was 

part of the history of Israel, all forty-two generations from Abraham on down. 

My father’s uncle was a banker and the son of a banker, and rose to prominence in banking circles. At a bankers’ meeting he met 

an old friend of his father. He introduced himself, but his name didn’t register with the old-timer. He tried to explain who he 

was, but without success. Finally he said, “Don’t you remember me? I’m Melvin’s boy!” Then the old man knew who he was, and 

for years afterwards his friends teased him about having to introduce himself as “Melvin’s boy.” 

But we’re all identified by our histories. The banker was Melvin’s boy all his life; Matthew introduced Jesus to his readers as 

Mary and Joseph’s boy, David’s twenty-eight-times-great-grandson. We owe who we are to our past, our heritage, our upbring-

ing and education, our traditions. You and I, and this congregation, are products of where we have been. 

Matthew also knew that the past isn’t enough. He wanted to correct the vision of those people who always looked to the past for 

meaning. The real point of all those generations of Israelites, he claimed, was that they were leading up to something that was to 

follow them. We can learn a lot from the past, but its most important function is to lead us into the future. 

Jesus made that plain. He told His disciples to remember what He had done, but He also turned their attention to the future 

task that His ministry was preparing them for. “Go and be my witnesses,” He told them. “Go and work in the vineyard. Go and 

make disciples.” Jesus never let His disciples dwell on what had already been done. Their purpose was not to be found in where 

they had been, but in where they were going. 

Our faith is born and nurtured in a historical experience, in what God has done for us in the past, but it always leads us into the 

future. As a church today, your anniversary celebration naturally turns your gaze back on your history. But you must let that his-

tory be part of your movement into the future. Jesus has commissioned you and sent you into the world with a mission: how will 

you fulfill it? 

You have a responsibility to your young people, to prepare them for what they will face in life. You have a responsibility to your 

old people, to help meet their needs in a changing world. You have a responsibility to the community around you, to proclaim 

the good news of salvation and to be examples of Christ’s love. Let the stories of faith, commitment, and service that are told 

today as we recite the history of this congregation strengthen you, prepare you, and propel you into the next century of your 

ministry in this place. 

And the question “Where are we going?” has a still greater significance, because as Christians we know that our history has an 

eternal direction, an ultimate goal. In the incarnation, death and resurrection of Christ the world has been set toward its final 

moment, in which it will be both finished and begun anew. We — along with Abraham and Sarah, Boaz and Ruth, Joseph and 

Mary, and hundreds of generations of the sons and daughters of God — are part of the history that flows into God’s own eterni-

ty. 

One of the most important theological books of the last twenty-five years is Theology of Hope, by Jurgen Moltmann. “From first 

to last,” wrote Moltmann, “Christianity is … hope, forward looking and forward moving.” The promise that the future is ulti-

mately in God’s hands is “the glow that suffuses everything here in the dawn of an expected new day.” It is our faith in the end of 

time that directs our journey through time. (Theology of Hope. New York: Harper & Row, 1967, p. 16.) 

The Church is the first-fruits of the Kingdom of God, the first dawning of God’s presence in the world in our day. Its purpose is 

both to remember God’s faithfulness, kindness, mercy, and providence through our history up to now, and to move us and our 

world toward the goal God has given us. 

So during this anniversary celebration we stand at a place like the place from which Matthew told the story of Jesus. We look to 

our history — the history of God’s people, of the Christian Church, of this congregation — remembering who we are and where 

we have been. And at the same time we look to the future, remembering what we have been put here to do and where we are go-

ing. Our history is always leading us somewhere; our glory as God’s children is always yet to come. 



FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER 

Property Report 

Our church sign, in front of the church, has faded and we are in the process of replacing  it.  It will soon have a 

fresh, new and inviting look.   

Countryside Monuments has closed down due to,  owner,  Tony Brown’s illness.  Tony did business with Chat-

ham Monuments, Co. out of Siler City.  While removing his display inventory at the store Tony worked with 

Chatham Monuments Co. to get us the best price possible on a granite bench that was displayed.  The bench 

has been placed, by Chatham Monuments, beside the walkway, behind the cairn (stone cross), that leads out to 

the cemetery.  It’s a  beautiful, quiet place to sit,  reflect and have a conversation with the Lord.  We hope that 

you will find time to enjoy this beautiful addition to the grounds.   A Gracious Thank You to Tony Brown and 

Chatham Monuments, Co.   

Our Fall church grounds clean up was held on September 26th.   Also,  some of the decorating committee came  

and changed out our window dressings inside the Sanctuary.   A HUGE THANK YOU to all that came out and 

assisted and gave of your time.  The grounds and Sanctuary look beautiful!    

Not pictured is the photographer who also worked cleaning outside -Carol Bain. 



Christian Education 

Mrs. Debbie  misses her time with her Sunday School kids!  She continues to work diligently each week to pre-

pare bags for them with their Sunday School lessons and other goodies.  The Adult Class continues to study 

their provided Sunday School lesson from home. 

 

Worship & Music 

We are still worshipping in the sanctuary with social distancing, wearing of masks observed.  Those who do not 
feel comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary yet can park on church grounds and tune in 92.7 FM to listen on 

their radios.   
 
Adult choir practice—TBD.   

 
Schedule of pastors through November 1: 

        October 4—Dr. Meredith Riedel 
        October 11—Dr. Meredith Riedel 
        October 18—Rev. Jake Lawrence 

        October 25—Rev. Jake Lawrence 
        November 1—Rev. Glen Hallead 
 

World Communion Sunday is on October 4, when Christians world wide observe communion.  We will use 
prepackaged elements. 
 

Stewardship  & Finance Report 

We had a light agenda for the month of September, only deciding on benevolences.  

Harrison  Bain is enjoying 

his Sunday School activities 

sent to him by Mrs. Debbie!  



Nominating Committee 

The nominating committee has begun meeting to prayerfully find covenant partners to replace elders whose 

terms are expiring.  

 

Transitional Pastor Search Committee  

 

The transitional pastor search committee has been meeting in preparation of finding the transitional (interim) 

pastor that God has already selected for us.   

ECO is equipping pastoral leaders to help churches navigate change through a pastoral transition, so that a 

church is healthy and ready for its Flourishing Next Step. 

Like many denominations, ECO is facing a shortage of qualified pastoral leaders, with some surveys indicat-

ing that up to 45% of ECO’s pastoral membership will reach retirement in the next four years. 

A number of ECO churches operate through a transitional season as if they were still operating in Christen-

dom (the Christian world).  Churches are opting to “save money” by using untrained lay pastors, over worked 

associates, or by short circuiting the transitional season, by promoting from within rather than embracing the 

transitional season as an opportunity to prune, restore, and continue building flourishing churches.  

ECO has created a distinction between pastors who are serving in a transitional capacity from pastors who 

have been “Certified” to lead through pastoral transition.  

These pastors will be certified through ECO to lead a congregation through its transition between one lead 

pastor to another.  Certified Transitional Pastors (CPT) work a minimum of 12 months and a maximum of 36 

months. 

What does all of this mean for us.  As good as the pastors are that have been with us each Sunday, they are 

NOT certified to be a transitional pastor.  Chaplain Lawrence is active duty military, Dr. Riedel is completing 

her candidacy for ordination in ECO and Rev. Hallead is in transition himself after leaving the PC(USA).  We 

are thankful for their loving service to Flat Branch, along with Ms. Dibble and Ms. Hilburn.  Please pray for 

each one who has served God at Flat Branch as they continue in their ministries.  They will continue their ro-

tations until such time as a transitional pastor has been confirmed.  We also would like to thank our ECO part-

ners, Bethel Presbyterian LKN (Lake Norman) for walking beside us, praying for us and our needs during this 

time.  The Ministry Partnership Team (MPT) has also been available to us at every turn and for that, we are 

grateful. 

Please be in deep prayer for your search committee that they will seek God’s will and see who God sends our 

way. “God, make it clear to us who you have already chosen for us”. Amen   

Portions excerpted from the ECO website on Transitional Pastors 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS  
 

On September 20th, Becky McArtan was elected Treasurer of the Presbyterian Women.  Since our checking 

account requires dual signatures on any checks, Carolyn Shaw and Lisa Bass were approved as co-signers.    
  
As of September 7, 2020, the checking account balance for the Presbyterian Women was $5,213.59.  This bal-

ance is largely due to our fund-raising activities in the last few years—yard/bake sales, quilt raf-
fles.  Currently, many Americans are experiencing difficulties due to the Covid-19 pandemic, unemployment, 
hunger, and natural disasters.  A recommendation was made to utilize some of these funds to help our fellow 

men.  Two possibilities discussed were the Baptist Men hurricane disaster response in the Gulf States and the 
Harnett Food Pantry which served over 1,000 families in August.  The Presbyterian Women unanimously ap-
proved $500 to be sent to each to support their operations. 

 
Current terms for the Presbyterian Women Officers will expire at the end of December 31, 2020.  Election of 

new officers for a 2-year term (2021-2022) will be held prior to that date. 
 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Presbyterian Women decided to have a “non-standard, socially distanced” 

BABY SHOWER for Marissa & Alex  Fux.    A drive-thru shower at the picnic pavilion will be held immedi-
ately following church service on October 11th.  If anyone is unable to attend but wishes to send a gift, bring it 

to the church or contact Mary Lasater (910) 578-1405, or Carol Bain (910) 984-6393. 
She is registered at Amazon; however, many items are available at Wal-Mart, Belk, and other stores.   

 

Baby FUX is due to arrive on  

October 31st, 2020!! 

Luke 2:40 

"And the child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom;  

and the grace of God was upon Him." 

callto:(910)%20578-1405
callto:(910)%20984-6393


Happy Birthday 

Logan Wilkins—10/2 

Diane Felmet—10/3 

Audrey Smith—10/4 

Paulia Black—10/8 

Rachel Correa—10/8 

Alvin McArtan—10/10 

Charles Eason—10/11 

Ansley Lee—10/11 

Sydney Capan—10/15 

Alex Correa—10/24 

Hazel Clark—10/31  

Happy Anniversary 

David & Ericka Rhodes—10/1 

Bryan & Liz Chrismon—10/24 

 

MEMORIALS 
Kay E. Butler 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
Ronnie & Lisa Bass 
Gail P. Brown 
John & Carol Daskal 
Peggy Hamilton 
Jack & Debbie Hanks 
Peggy Hartung 
Paxon Holz 
Rebecca Jackson 
Mary Lasater 
Sue Lawrence 
Ray & Becky McArtan 
John & Carol McLean 
Alice Powell 
Carolyn Shaw 
Lacy & Ann Taylor 
Marie Wilson 
 
C. Larry Matthews 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
 
John (Boe) McArtan 
Betty Bain 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
Ronnie & Lisa Bass 
Holt & Diane Felmet 
Peggy Hamilton 
Peggy Hartung 
Mary Lasater 
Ray & Becky McArtan 
Alice Powell 
Carolyn Shaw 
Lacy & Ann Taylor 
Vickie Wilder 
Marie Wilson 
 
G. Reynolds Wilborn 
Reggie & Carol Bain 
 

HONORARIUMS 
 

Apple McArtan 
Evelyn Bordeaux 



PRAYER REQUEST 

Our Church Leaders 

Our Church Family 

Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason  

Unspoken concerns 

Tony Brown—Pancreatic & Liver Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments 

The families of : Kay Butler, Boe McArtan, Joan Hadding and Maria Hasapis. 

Shelia Gifford and her brother George Johnson who were diagnosed with Corona Virus. 

Joe Keithley—heart surgery. 

Clara McDonald—gallbladder surgery. 

Alex and Marissa Fux-expecting a baby boy in this month. 

Brittany Bass—expecting a baby in February 2021 

Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment 

David Rhodes– David  is deployed to the horn of Africa   

All that are battling Cancer. 

Everyone battling Covid -19, the caregivers, and the families of those who lost loved one to this disease. 

Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally due to the shutdowns and life in general. 

The  ones suffering from natural disasters, and those working to help others. 

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email or 

Facebook should you have a specific request. 

  

Operation Christmas Child 

Important COVID-19 Updates 

The COVID-19 global pandemic has disrupted everyday life for millions 

of people around the world. Yet, Samaritan’s Purse continues to share the 

eternal hope of the Gospel and to serve in Jesus’ Name. 

Samaritan’s Purse has some creative ideas to help us with our shoeboxes 

this year.   

1. You may pack your own shoebox as usual.  Just be aware that at this time, there are no local collection sites.  This will be 
updated in mid-October and we will monitor the Samaritan’s Purse website for further details. 

2. You may make a donation to Samaritans’ Purse, suggested amount $25 and they will shop and pack a box for you.  

Pending session approval, we may collect a special offering where you may write a check to the church and we will issue 

one to them for this service. 

National Collection Week is Nov.16-23, 2020.  

Depending on if there are local collection sites, your shoeboxes will be due on November 15, 2020.  



Ms. Paulia Black will be  

91 years Golden  

on October 8th!! 

Ms. Audrey Smith will be  

96 years Golden  

on October 4th!! 

Ms. Hazel Clark will be  

97 years Golden  

on October 31st!! 

HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

to our 

OCTOBER  

“Golden Girls” 


